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SECTION1  PLAN SUMMARY  

 
The purpose of this 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan is to provide a framework and guide for 

responsible conservation and recreation planning in the City of Taunton. Major goals of the plan 

include preserving and protecting Tauntonôs water resources, natural resources, and cultural 

resources, and providing ample public recreational opportunities for people of all ages and abilities. 

The Open Space Committee also hopes to make the 2015 Plan more visible, more accessible (and 

available), and more user friendly (shorter and more direct). Al l of this is being done in an effort to 

better engage the community and potential partners in support of, and involvement in, the 

stewardship of our natural, cultural, and recreational assets. 

 
While continued development remains the greatest threat to the Cityôs open space and recreation 

resources (by reducing the amount of available land and also by placing more public use 

pressure on the areas that are available as well as the public infrastructure and municipal 

resources), a lack of public awareness of our natural and recreational assets and our plans to 

protect, preserve and improve them, is just as great a threat. The Cityôs limited funds and 

competing demands have made land acquisition an undependable means of land protection. 

Actual protection of important lands in Taunton has been minimal during the last seven years. 

Similarly, stagnant budgets, increased responsibilities, and inadequate staffing have made 

recreational development, upgrades, and improvements extremely challenging over the same time 

period.  Further challenges arose when City Hall suffered a devastating fire in 2010, and the seat of 

local government was relocated to the former Maxham School building on Oak Street, a short 

distance from the downtown.  This temporary relocation is still in effect as of this writing while the 

historic City Hall building awaits renovation. 

 
Taunton has been very active over the years in improving existing conditions in the urban core and 

outlying former industrial and mill areas. Since the late 1990ôs, Taunton has vigorously pursued a 

strategy of concurrently reclaiming brownfield and blighted sites, and reusing or repurposing the 

most suitable land for conservation, recreation, affordable housing.or ecological restoration related 

projects.  A recent example of this approach is the reclamation of a deteriorating portion 

of an underutilized parking lot behind the City Hall and Police Station that was 

converted into an accessible public waterfront park along the Mil l River (2011).  T h i s 

park i s also designed to be pa r t of a gre e n i n f r ast r uc ture st rategy to prev en t the 

unabated f lo w of storm w ater a n d s e d i m e n t i n t o t h e r i v e r . These creative approaches 

to land reclamation and repurposing c a n p o t e n t i a l l y help to meet the increased demands for 

conservation and recreation supply, help to offset the impacts of development, address stormwater 

and flooding issues, and simultaneously improve the communityôs quality of life. 
 

The content of 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan is consistent with the state's current Open 

Space and Recreation Plan Requirements, as well as with the City of Taunton Master Plan. 

Approval of this updated 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan by the Massachusetts Executive 

Office of Energy and Environmental Affairsô (EEA), Division of Conservation Services (DCS) 
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enables the City to become eligible for land acquisition and recreation facility reimbursement 

funding through grant programs administered by DCS. 

 
What is in the Plan? 

 
The core elements of the Open Space and Recreation Plan include: an analysis of the City's natural 

and cultural resources (including scenic resources, unique environments and environmental 

problems); an inventory of conservation and recreation lands currently owned by the state, city 

and private nonprofit groups; an analysis of community open space and recreation needs; and, an 

outline of the communityôs goals, objectives and the actions proposed to those needs. 

 
In summary, the 2015 Plan addresses the desire of the community to work toward achieving the 

following broadly stated goals: 

 
1. Protect and preserve the quality and quantity of our ground and surface water resources 

2. Prevent the loss of our natural resources and habitat 

3. Prevent the further loss of the rural, cultural, and historical qualities and assets of the City 

4. Develop a city-wide multi-use trail system including walking, hiking, biking, and water 

access features, where feasible 

5. Promote coordinated, responsible land use management and planning 

6. Expand and improve recreational opportunities that promote healthy, life-long experiences 

for residents of all ages and abilities 
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SECTION 2  INTRODUCTION  

 
A. STATEMEN T OF PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this open space plan is to provide a blueprint by which local, state and federal 

officials, organizations, agencies, and private citizens, might focus their energies and resources 

to address the conservation, open space, and recreation needs of the City of Taunton over the 

next seven years.  The Open Space Plan Committee also hopes that in reading this plan, the 

public will become acquainted, or reacquainted, with the unique natural resources and cultural 

assets that are such an important a part of the history and character of the City of Taunton. 

 
The 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan is the latest in a series of updates to the 1986 Open 

Space and Recreation Plan, the others having been completed in 1998 and 2007. 

 
B. THE PLANNIN G PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
In the spring of 2013, the City of Tauntonôs Office of Economic and Community Development 

(OECD) initiated a process to address the updating of the 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan. 

Also, in the spring of 2013, OECD asked the Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 

Development District (SRPEDD) to provide technical assistance to the Open Space Plan 

Committee in order to complete the update of the 2007 plan. 

 
SRPEDD secured funding to provide technical assistance to the Open Space Committee. During 

this time, with input from the Open Space Plan Committee, SRPEDD drafted an open space 

survey. The Open Space Survey was made available to the public online through Survey 

Monkey, with a link provided on the City of Tauntonôs website (home page). Hard copies of the 

survey were available at City Hall, the Taunton Public Library, the Council on Aging, as well as 

at Park & Recreation facilities. The surveyôs availability  was advertised on local cable, in the 

local press, and at open/televised meetings of the Conservation Commission and City Council. 

 
The initial survey was conducted between June 1 and August 20 of 2013, and was launched by a 

cover letter to the community from Mayor Hoye. Despite the length of time and availability of 

the survey, only 145 responses were received in hard copy (41) and online (104) by the closing 

date.  Because of the low response rate, the Open Space Plan Committee and SRPEDD decided 

to post the survey again between October 1 and November 20, 2013. Hard copy surveys were 

available for pick-up and drop-off at City Hall and the public library, or could again be mailed to 

City Hall. People were asked not to respond to the re-posted survey if they had previously 

responded. The survey was publicized in a similar manner, and additional announcements were 

made to all municipal departments, committees, and commissions in order to get the word out. 

The second round of surveys brought another 122 responses 

 
C. ENHANCED OUTREACH  

 
The Open Space Committee determined that the City Hall and library would provide the best 

pick-up and drop-off point for paper copies of the survey. This decision was made in 

consideration of the needs of the Environmental Justice (EJ), elderly, and ADA populations. The 
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townôs EJ population is located largely in the downtown area, and in close proximity to the 

public library, Hopewell Park, and Memorial Park. During both survey cycles, surveys were 

made available at these park facilities as well to afford the EJ population additional opportunity 

to participate in the process.  All of the hard copy pick-up and drop-off  locations also provide 

public access by sidewalk, and public transportation (including all day fixed route bus and dial-a- 

ride service) and, all are ADA access compatible. 

 
Translation services for all meetings, and for instances where English isolation is a limiting 

factor (or Limited English Proficiency, LEP), were made available through SRPEDD, as 

necessary and upon request.  As part of SRPEDDôs Title VI compliance program, we identify 

and include LEP populations. 

 
The choice of venues for the public planning meetings considered travel distance and access 

from all parts of Taunton, as well as the accessibility and accommodation provided by the 

facility itself.  Meetings were hosted by community and regional groups and held at: the Boyden 

Refuge (off of state Route 44, to the south and west), the Taunton Department of Public Works 

Building (on Ingell Street between state Routes 138 and 140, to the south and east), and at the 

SRPEDD Office (on state Route 138, to the north of the downtown). All three facilities have 

accessible community meeting rooms and rest rooms, and addressed all of the location, 

transportation, and accessibility concerns discussed above. 

 
The information obtained in the 267 total responses was used as one of the primary means of 

gauging the publicôs needs and concerns. In addition to the surveys, all Open Space planning 

meetings were posted and open to the public. 
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SECTION 3 COMMUNIT Y SETTING  
 

A. Regional Context 
 

The City of Taunton is located in central southeastern Massachusetts within Bristol County. It 

lies 18 miles north of Fall River, 22 miles northwest of New Bedford, 18 miles northeast of 

Providence, Rhode Island, and 16 miles south of Brockton. Taunton is surrounded by the towns 

of Norton and Easton to the north, Raynham and Middleboro (Plymouth County) to the east, 

Lakeville (Plymouth County) to the southeast, Dighton and Berkley to the south, and Rehoboth 

on the west. Taunton is the third largest city in Massachusetts by land area (after Boston and 

Barnstable) with a total area of 49.6 square miles. 
 

The city lies entirely within the watershed and floodplain of the Taunton River and its several 

confluent tributary rivers, including, the Three Mile River,the Mill  River, Snake River, Cobb 

Brook, Furnace Brook, Segregansett River, and Cotley River. The Taunton River and its 

tributaries have historically been the most valuable shared regional resource for the city, and its 

neighbors along the Taunton. The river has shaped the city and regionôs evolution, commerce, 

recreation, and character over the past 375 years (supporting a thriving colonial herring fishery; 

iron and ship building industries; thriving ports, the Weir in Taunton being exceeded only by 

Boston and Providence in the mid to late 1800s in number of registered vessels and tonnage 

handled, and; once flourishing cotton textile and silver/pewter industries in the 20
th 

century). 
 

The beginnings of Tauntonôs corporate industrialization in the early 1800s took the form of 

heavy industry manufacturing mills producing locomotives and ship-sheathing. Subsequent 

industrial growth included textile mills and silversmiths, which in turn spurred an immigration 

boom (from mostly migrants of European ancestry). This population and economic expansion 

resulted in the dispersed growth of satellite villages and development into the cityôs outlying 

areas. 
 

A star-shaped concentration of major roads in the Taunton Green, serving State Routes 24, 44, 

140, and 138, turned the city into a transportation hub. With the advent of the interstate highway 

system, these state routes would come to provide easy access to and from Interstates 93, 95, 195, 

295 and 495. Additionally, remnant rail lines from the areaôs rail  system, circa 1800, are still 

being used for transporting goods and materials within the city perimeter. 
 

More recently, Tauntonôs development has given different sections of the City entirely different 

characteristics. East and West Taunton have remained more rural, while central neighborhoods, 

in and around the downtown, have experienced intense residential and commercial development. 

By-products of historic dense residential and industrial development in the cityôs urban core and 

along its waterways are the associated adverse environmental impacts such as impaired water 

quality and inadequate stormwater and wastewater treatment systems. Another trend is the 

presence, rehabilitation, and utili zation of former brownfields ï industrially contaminated sites 

that are the cityôs legacy from the Industrial Revolution. 
 

B. A Brief History of Taunton 
 

Native Peoples, like Wampanoag Nemasket subgroup, primarily inhabited Taunton and traveled 

along old trails in the Hockomock Swamp and beside the Taunton River and its tributaries. These 

native peoples lived along the coast in spring and fall for harvest, dispersing in summer to more 
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numerous agricultural sites and grouping more closely at winter sites. Initial European contact 

with Native American populations began in approximately 1620 when the pilgrims settled at 

Plymouth. Along with increased trading and interaction with the immigrants however, 

epidemics of smallpox and other ñnewò diseases decimated the Native American population in 

the area. 
 

The ñTownò of Taunton was founded in 1637 when the settlements of Tecticutt and Cohannet 

merged into one community. Taunton began to grow around the Taunton River and the Taunton 

Green, and later radiated outwards with the need for more land. In 1662, Taunton purchased an 

area of 50 square miles north of the town, now known as Norton, Easton, Mansfield and North 

Taunton. The south purchase, which followed in 1672, was a 12 square mile area, now known as 

Dighton. With the two land purchases, Taunton expanded to approximately 124 square miles. 

Industrial and commercial development concentrated around the Taunton Green while the 

surrounding areas remained mostly as woodlands and meadows. 
 

In the 1700s, operations in iron production, supplied by the bog deposits of Scadding's Pond (now 

called Sabbatia Lake), and pottery and brick-making industries, supplied by rich deposits of clay 

found  along the Taunton River, sprang up in the greater Taunton area. 

 
During the early to mid-1800's Taunton mills expanded and company villages gradually evolved. 

Manufacturing industries in the area during this time included the iron industry, shipbuilding, 

brickyards, then later, textile mills and fine silver goods. In 1864, Taunton became a city, and 

earned the name ñSilver Cityò from the silver factories based therein. Settlement patterns began 

to diversify from the city center outwards, and distinct residential neighborhoods with particular 

architectural building forms were formed. The Industrial Revolution had established industrial 

villages at Hopewell (cotton textile), Britanniaville (pewter and silver), Whittenton (iron), 

Oakland (cotton textile), East Taunton (cotton textile), and Westville (cotton textile), which 

developed into Taunton's middle and working class neighborhoods. The building boom was 

concentrated in Weir Village, where the first multi -family housing appeared. In quieter, less 

industrialized areas, large single-family homes for more affluent owners were built. 
 

At the turn of the century, construction of street railway (trolley) systems in Taunton and 

surrounding towns revolutionized transportation in the region. First drawn by horses, later 

electrified trolleys allowed area residents to dispense with horses and carriages, but still be able 

to commute to work or travel in all types of weather. Many regional summer ñresortsò were 

constructed at the endpoints of rail lines or street railways to attract non-commuter riders mainly 

on weekends. All  too soon, this historical period was transformed with the rise of personal 

transportation. This drastic change in transport from mass transit to individual movement led to 

the demise of the environmentally friendly street railway and trolley system. 

 
Tauntonôs urban center first prospered during World War I, then crashed, but was somewhat 

buffered during the Great Depression of 1929 (compared to its surrounding cities when the 

textile mills foundered) by its more diversified industrial base, including the manufacture of 

stoves, hot air furnaces, and other iron products. As inner city areas declined, peripheral 

development assumed greater importance.  Roadside commercial strips along the new roadways, 

and residential development brought about a more suburbanized mode of living. 
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C. Demographic Profile of Taunton 

 
1. Population Characteristics 

 

Population Growth 
 

Tauntonôs population growth trend from the turn of the century to the present shows that 

the city went through a moderate increase over time, of about 2,000 people annually as 

observed in Fig. 1. 
 

 
 

The data demonstrate that Taunton maintained a stable population growth from 1910 to 

2010. 
 

Fig. 2 demonstrates the rate of population growth in the city of Taunton along with its 

neighboring communities for the past 30, 20, and 10 years. 
 

 
 

In recent decades, Taunton almost approximates the stateôs rate of population increase. 

Given this trend, it is safe to assume that the city wil l not undergo any dramatic rise 

or decline in population in the near future. The spurt of growth observed in the city and 

throughout the region from 1980 to 2000 was no longer evident in recent years. 
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Clearly, a stark disparity in population growth between the City of Taunton and its 

surrounding communities from 30 years ago to the present is unmistakable. While the 

towns around the cityôs borders experienced rapid population growth during this period, 

Tauntonôs rate of resident population increase paralleled the stateôs slow rate. 
 

Population Projections 
 

In order to help plan for future needs of communities, the regional planning agency 

(SRPEDD) projects the areaôs population growth over the next two decades based on 

current U.S. Census data. Table 1 presents projected populations for Taunton and 

neighboring cities according to observed rates of growth in-between decades. 
 

Table 1. Population Projections for  Taunton and 

SRPEDD Cities to 2030 
 2010 2020 2030 
Attleboro 43,593 46,333 46,766 
Fall River 88,857 94,032 99,831 
New Bedford 95,072 96,971 101,490 
Taunton 55,874 59,253 63,169 

    
Source: U. S. Census Bureau, SRPEDD  

 
 

In Table 1, Tauntonôs total population of 55,874 in 2010 is projected to increase by about 

7,000 more inhabitants by the year 2030. This number assumes that no big pull factors 

from the countryside (such as a dramatic change in infrastructure like transportation, or 

the economy) will  entice more people to become city residents during that time. 
 

Population Density 
 

The extent of crowding in the four cities which can be figured out through the number of 

occupants in a given area, can be seen in Fig. 3 
 

 
 

In over three decades, Taunton maintained a consistently lower population density, or 

persons per square mile, when compared to other cities in the region (Fig. 3). 
 

8 



New Bedford had four times more, and Fall River had about twice the population density 

of Taunton between 1980 and 2010. 
 

Population Age Profile 
 

The recent changes in age group distribution of Tauntonôs population over a 10-year 

period: from 2000 to 2010 appear in Fig. 4. 
 

 
 

From the data (Fig. 4), there was evidence of the contrast between the cityôs decreasing 

number of very young children and the rapidly growing elderly population as of 2010. 
 

Tauntonôs great bulk of adult  working  population,  specifically  ages  25  to  54  years 

old in 2000 and 2010 seemed economically advantageous contemporarily, yet over time, 

there will  be fewer future earners to replace the active labor force and provide adequate 

support for the dependent segments of the population. 
 

An indication of the pace of aging of Tauntonôs population can be gleaned through the 

median age of its residents, as displayed in Fig. 5. 
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Fig. 5 reveals that Tauntonôs population had started off at a lower median age than the 

state in 1980,  but had overtaken the stateôs median age by 2010. 
 

Understanding the age composition changes of Tauntonôs population is crucial in any 

plan for use and optimum benefit of its future beneficiaries. The city has only a modest 

population growth and has a robust labor force in 2010, but the residents are aging 

rapidly. 
 

Compared with other cities in the region, Taunton is fortunate to have sufficient acreage 

with which to plan for the needs of its residents, while attempting to avoid any threat of 

overcrowding. 
 

Racial and Ethnic Profile 
 

Tauntonôs racial and ethnic population has undergone some changes in three decades. 

Table 2 shows the extent of these changes. 
 

 

Table 2. Race and Ethnic Population: 

Taunton, 1980-2010 

Race/Ethnic  Groups 1980 2010 

 Number Percent Number Percent 
Total Population 52,334  55,874  

White 50,642 96.8 48,742 87.2 
Black 655 1.3 2773 5.0 
American Indian 49 0.1 142 0.3 
Asian 112 0.2 560 1.0 
Hawaiian/Pacific Is. 12 0.0 25 0.0 
Other 864 1.7 3,632 6.5 

     
Hispanic 1,352 2.6 3,058 5.5 

     
Source: U.S. Census Bureau     

 
From a mostly homogenous population (97% White) in 1980, Table 2 confirms that 

Tauntonôs racial and ethnic composition had become more multi-racial by 2010. The 

percent change in the number of Black population is overshadowed by the percent change 

of those who classified themselves as ñOtherò which includes a combination of races. 

Additionally, the number and percent of Hispanics in the city had doubled over the 30- 

year period. 
 

The percent changes in each racial and ethnic category for 1980 to 2010 period in 

Taunton and the other cities in the region are ill ustrated in Fig. 6. 

 
Compared with its neighboring cities, the data covering 1980 to 2010 demonstrate that 

Tauntonôs loss of its White population and the compensatory increase of Blacks and 

ñOther Raceò category were not as big as Fall  Riverôs. Furthermore, the rise of the 

Hispanics in the city was not as high as New Bedfordôs during the three decades 

examined (Fig. 6). 
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Clearly, the non-White or minority populations in Taunton and its nearby cities are 

increasing, and their numbers will inevitably grow in the decades ahead. As needs and 

interests in the use of open space vary according to racial and ethnic preferences, it 

becomes vital for the planning process to consider the racial and ethnic composition of 

the city a priority. 
 

2. Taunton Household Characteristics 
 

Household Types 
 

Data on household structure and composition categories have changed over the decades 

since data collection was started across the country. The most recent data on household 

typology for Taunton in presented in Table 3. 
 
 

 

Table 3. Household Types 

In  Taunton, 2012 
Household Types Number Percent 
Total households 21,671  

 
Family households 

 
14,287 

 
65.9 

Female householder, no husband 
with < 18 yrs old children 

 
3,090 

 
14.3 

Householder living alone 5,870 27.1 
Household 65+ years living alone 2,094 9.7 

   
Household size 2.55  

   
Source: U.S. Census Bureau   
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The 2012 data on household types in Taunton (Table 3) showed that two-thirds of the 

households remained family type or conventional households which consist of a 

husband, a spouse, and their own children. Another type of family households were those 

headed by women with no husbands present which comprised 14% in Taunton.  An 

alternative type includes householders who live by themselves, comprising less than 

ten percent in the city as of 2012. 
 

Household Size 
 

A comparison of trends in average household size with the state and country is found in 

Fig. 7. 
 

 
 

The number of persons in each household had dwindled from the 1980s to date. Even 

while the decline in household size throughout the country was gradual during the last 

three decades, the state and Taunton experienced a faster decline than the whole nation 

during the same period (Fig. 7). 
 

Elderly Living Arrangements 
 

Peopleôs longevity has been prolonged with the advance of public health along with the 

availability of universal health care, thus the trend in longer active life demands 

alternative living arrangements. The assumption of the elderly staying or living with their 

families no longer holds. The most recent data on living arrangements among the older 

population (65+years old) in Taunton and other cities, are displayed in Table 4. 
 
 

 

Table 4. Elderly  Living  Arrangements: Taunton &  

Nearby Cities, 2012 
 Taunton Fall River New Bedford 

Total households 22,332 38,457 38.761 
 

Householder living alone 
6,465 
(29%) 

13,428 
(35%) 

12,550 
(33%) 

% Male 65+ 12.8 15.8 14.4 
% Female 65+ 16.1 19.1 8.6 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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